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Journalists Invited to Groundbreaking Forum on Gang
Violence and its Effects on Public Health: Injury,
Pathology, Guilt & Fear

BY KAREN OCAMB the carnage and there are mental health

issues for guilt-ridden survivors and fearful

On Saturday, Sept. 13 the Press Club is community residents,0 said White. OThes
cosponsoring a Fred Friendly-style forum on are issues that must be addressed.O
the public health effects of gang violence. The Press Club, along with BJASC and
The roundtable was organized by the UCLA additional cosponsors including the Los
Center for Communications and Community Angeles chapter of Asian American
in conjunction with the California Wellness Journalists Association (AAJA-LA) and th
Center and the Black Journalists Association California Chicano News Media Association
of Southern California. (CCNMA), will suggest journalists for both
Journalists will join national and local the 12-person panel and as members of an
healthcare providers, gang-interventionists interactive audience.
and community members to look at this Dr. Deborah Prowthrow-Stith of the
underreported issue. Harvard School of Public
OThe Press Club is Health, a national author-
pleased to be included in ity on community violence
this  very important and a developer of public
forum,0 said Ted Johnson, health approaches to
LAPC president and man- gang violence, will deliver
aging editor of VarietyOs a keynote address.
new V-Life monthly maga- As the first woman and
zine. Oln our professional youngest-ever Commis-
lives and as club members sioner of Public Health for
we seek to learn about and educate the pub- the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Dr.
lic on issues that matter in their day-to-day Prowthrow-Stith expanded treatment pro-
lives. Unfor-tunately stories such as this too grams for AIDS and drug rehabilitation,
often get lost in the hurried Oif it bleeds, it overseeing a department budget of more}
leadsO drama of making deadlines.O than 300 million dollars and a department
Gang violence is a public health issue. of more than 4,500 employees.
However, journalists pri- During her tenure, Dr.
marily frame it as a public Prowthrow-Stith ~ estab-
safety issue. This forum lished the first Office of
will help journalists under- Violence Prevention in a
stand the health-related Department of Public
aspects of this problem Health. She developed
with  community activists and wrote the first vio-
and medical leaders who lence prevention curricu-
are on the frontlines, said lum for schools and com-
George White, assistant munities, entitled the
director of the Center for Violence Prevention
Communications and Curriculum for
Community and vice-pres- Adolescents, and co-
ident of the Black wrote ODeadly
Journalists Association of Consequences,C) the first
Southern California (BJASC). book to present the public health perspec-
OGang members are afflicted by patholo-tive on violence to a mass audience. As a
gies, emergency rooms are often strained by leading expert on vio- Gangs, page 2

George White

The Recall
IsnOt the Only
Election in
October

Are you a full-time journalist who sup-
ports improving the community through
volunteering and would like to have an
impact on the larger journalism commu-
nity in Los Angeles? Annual elections wil
be held by mail in October for seven
open two-year positions on the 14-mem-
ber Los Angeles Press Club Board of
Directors.

The Board of Directors will nominate
candidates, including several incumbentg
now serving on the board who plan to
run again. However, anyone who has
been an OactiveO member of the Press
Club for at least one year can run for the
at-large open positions or nominate a
candidate.

OActiveO members are defined as jou
nalists who earn at least 50 percent of
their income from journalism. Candidates
nominated at the September meeting
must have joined the Press Club at least
one year ago, and must have already
renewed their membership in 2003 and
have already been approved as a renew
er by a vote of the Board of Directors.

Whoever joins this dynamic and easy-
going board will be doing so at a time of
potentially profound change, as the club
awaits word from the Internal Revenue
Service on its application for non-profit
status. If granted, this status will enable
the club to seek grants and other income
sources to pursue charitable programs
such as school-based mentoring of
underserved high school journalism stu-
dents and college scholarships for such
students.
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Gangs (continued)

lence as a public health issue, she has been a
source for journalists.

The event will be held from 9:30 am to
2:30 at the California African American
Museum, 600 State Drive, Exposition
Park, in Los Angeles. Lunch and parking

Annual Meeting Sept. 24 at
New Club Headquarters

Hear from Candidates for Press Club Board of Directors

As a kickoff to the upcoming elections, can- bent board members plan to seek their seats

are free. Please RSVP as soon as possibledidates for the board of the Los Angeles Press again, while others, such as Block, will be

at (310) 206-2189 or by email at
gvpayne@ucla.edu. For more information,
visit www.uclaccc.ucla.edu.

MovinO On

The Press Club occupies
new space on Sunset.

The Los Angeles Press Club has
moved.

WeOve traded our view of the Griffith
Observatory for a view of the observatory
and all of downtown L.A.

Our new offices are at 6464 Sunset
Boulevard in the Sunset Suites on 8th
floor, only a couple of blocks from our old
offices. Our home of the last few years in

Press Club board member Benoit Clair (back-
ground) directs his friends as we move our furni-
ture.

the Los Angles Film School building got
squeezed smaller and smaller by the suc-
cess and growth of the school, and we
needed new digs in order to continue
offering our popular evening town halls

and seminars such as our OOpening the improve access to public records.

Door,0 series on journalistic access to
sources.

WeOre in a nicer space with a much
better seminar and events room on the
same floor as our two modest offices. This
means we are set to start a new season of
seminars and debates. If you want to help
arrange these activities, or wish to volun-
teer in any way for our all-volunteer club,
please contact Diana Ljungaeus at 323-
469-8180 or email her at info@lapress-
club.org.

Club will offer their ideas and visions before vacating their seats.
members on Sept. 24 at the clubOs annual Anyone who has been a member for one
meeting. year is eligible to run, according to the clubOs
A number of vacancies will open on the bylaws. Those interested in running should
board, including one left by the planned contact Diana at (323) 469-8180.
departure of former executive director Alex  OThis is a great way to be of service to jour-
Ben Block, whose years of volunteer work nalists and the general community, especially
inspired many working journalists to join the as the club increases its efforts to reach out to
club and brought sizzle back to the clubOsother non-profit organizations and charitable
annual awards banquet. The event will be causes,O Johnson said. The elections are con-
held at the club®s new headquarters at 6464 ducted by secret ballot, mailed to all members.
Sunset Blvd. Votes will be tallied in November and the
— newly reconstituted board will be seated at the
regular meeting of the Press Club in January.
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LAPC Officers
President: Ted Johnson, TV Guide
Vice President: Patt Morrison, L.A.

Alex Ben Block

The candidate presentations are among a
number of issues that will be on the agenda
for the meeting, open to all members of the
LAPC. The event will begin at 6 p.m. with a
special wine tasting and reception, followed by
the meeting in the new forum room on the
eighth floor of the building.

Los Angeles Press Club President Ted
Johnson will detail club activities, including

seeking non-profit status from the IRS and Times/KCET
launching charity programs. Sunshine | Secretary:Jill Stewart, Syndicated
Committee chairperson Karen Ocamb will | Columnist

speak about the groupOs latest efforts to] Treasurer:Alicia Flanary, Flanary Press
Executive Director: Diana Ljungaeus

This will be the first major event at the (diana@Ilapressclub.org)

clubOs new headquarters, which has easier
access to parking. OThe annual meeting is the
only gathering of its kind throughout the year,0
Johnson said. Olt is a chance for members to
meet each other, and to offer different ideas
about the club and its future.O

As always, the meeting will be the only
chance to hear live presentations by board
candidates regarding their ideas for the club.
Eight seats are open, one for a one-year term
and seven for two-year terms. Some incum-

8 Ball Editors: Jill Stewart, Diana Ljungaeus

2003 Board of Directors

Alex Ben Block, Benoit Clair, Michael
Collins, Ana Garcia, Gary Gentile, Ted
Johnson, Tony Kinkela, Diana Ljungaeus,
Patt Morrison, Karen Ocamb, Jill Stewart,
Roy Ulrich, Eleodoro Z. Ventocilla, Norma
Zager. Honorary: Adrienne Anderson.

8 Ball is designed by Eric Aimendral
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Adam ParfreyOs OItOs A ManOs WorldO book and gallery
launch_at La Luz de Jesus and MichaelOs Room

Amy Alkon and Adam Parfrey Heather Havrilesky and Ken Basart

Cathy Seipp and others do a stunt to promote Eugene Volokh's new bc... _ . _ _
"The First Amendment: Problems, Cases and Policy Arguments." Martin "Patiopundit” Devon, Moxie, Luke Ford

Emmanuelle Richard with Carina Chocano and friend Craig

Photos courtesy of Emmanuelle Richarg
Matt Welch and Adam Parfrey www.emmanuelle.net



The Press Club barely had time to wasnOt expecting thatT{mes Book RevievEditor) Steve Wasserman
breathe after our 45th Annual had some guts to do that - thatOs for sure.O
Southern California Journalism Awards The affair was organized by Amy Alkon, Emmanuelle Richard,
gala, held June 21, because we moved and Cathy Seipp and began with a viewing of this remarkable work
our offices down the block to a new at La Luz de Jesus in east Hollywood. Adam gave a Q&A on the
sweet suite at 6464 Sunset Boulevard illustrators before adjourning to Michael®Os Room, a hip restaurant
in late August. The heavy lifting was on Vermont Avenue. Accompanying Adam was Jonathan Parfrey,
handled by Executive Director Diana executive director of the Los Angeles chapter of Physicians for
Ljungaeus, Treasurer Alicia Flanary, fel- Social Responsibility. These gents are brothers and the sons of

B low boardmember Benoit Clair and a character actor Woodrow Parfrey, who played Dr. Maximus in the
BY MICHAEL COLLI couple of BenoitOs gracious French pals original OPlanet of the Apes,0 and numerous roles in Clint
who now live in Los Angeles. EastwoodOs ODirty HarryO flicks.

This is a club that knows how to put on a great gig even with the Amy, the OAdvice Goddess,O looked amazing in a coral-orange hat
hubbub of the gala and relocation. Proof positive was the August 14 that accented her fabulous face. Cathy, who has known Adam since
happening to celebrate the launch of club member Adam ParfreyOsheir UCLA days, was ever the gracious host and a real hoot. |
dazzling and wacky new book OItOs a ManOs Wogl * almost forgot that my girlfriend

MenOs Adventure Magazines, the Postwar Pulps.03

This nearly 300-page tome explores the wild and3
oft-times twisted genre of OmenOsO magazines ti
enjoyed great popularity following World War Il but3
eventually faded due to competition fromPlayboy =
and other magazines.

Some of my fave mag covers, photographed and
reprinted in outstanding quality, include ORugged
Men,0 OSir!O and a memorable OMen In Conflic
cover that features a Nazi brunette beauty ready to
skin a hapless American hero in order to make him
into a lampshade.

If this seems like strong (albeit erotic, offensive
and violent) stuff, it wasnOt too odious to scare off the
Los Angeles TimesThe July 27 cover of the paperOs
Book Review supplement featured Gary IndianaOs
review of the book, entitted OCold War Babylon,C
which reprinted an illustration, on its cover, of a
blonde woman being flailed by a Fidel Castro look-
alike. Indiana notes that the Ofeverishly vivid illustra-

Adam Parfrey outside the gallery

Sharon McKenna, former editor
of the Ventura County Reporter,
and now my writing partner,
would have clocked me since |
almost fell in love with the hap-
pily ~married Emmanuelle.
Sharon is the reason that | won
first place for best Investigative/
Series for papers under 100,000
circulation for our ORocketdyne
RanchO slew of articles at the
ClubOs June Awards ceremony.
Sharon and | know how to bring
it on. And we ainOt doneNas evi-
denced by our recent work in a
bunch of local alternative week-
lies.

Other hot names in journalism
| saw at the event included the
L.A. WeeklyOs Christine Pelisek

tions Parfrey has assembled, (are) readily linked to notions of mas- and my former OOffbeatOA. Weekly editor, Gale Holland who guid-
culinity that seemed firmly in place throughout World War Il and ed me in rocking the rails regarding Rocketdyne. This fine woman
now works for theLos Angeles Daily Journal

embattled ever after.O

Heavy stuff, indeed, for theTimesto publish - especially consid-

All in all, it was a fantastic event. See you all at the next one or

ering the art. Adam was pleasantly surprised. Olt was amazing. | 10l have to come looking for you!

This MonthOs New Members

The Los Angeles Press Club Board of Directors welcomes the
following new members in 2003. If you know anyone who would
like to join the Los Angeles Press Club, please call us at 323-469-
8180 or have them fill out an application on our website at
www.lapressclub.org and click on Oapplication.O The price per
year is $50, unchanged since 1962.

Beth Barrett, reporter, L.A. Daily
News

Anthea Raymond Beckler senior
news editor, KPCC

Ronnie Bradford executive news
producer, KNX newsradio

Tony Castrq managing editor,
L.A. Independent

Melinda Fulmer, staff writer, L.A.
Times

Edna Gundersen pop music crit-
ic, USA Today

Harry Medved entertainment pub-
licist

John Miller, editor

George Nicholaw general manag-
er, KNX newsradio

Monica Sandback international
journalist

Andy Semotiuk lawyer

Kerry Shaw, freelance writer

(4]

Saturday, September 13: Gang Violence as a Public

Health Issue Forum for Journalists, Community
Stakeholders & Public Health Leaders @ California
African American Museum, 600 State Drive,
Exposition Park.RSVPto 310-206-2189 or fax
310-206-2972.

Monday, September 15: Monthly Board Meeting; @

6464 Sunset Blvd. Suite 806. 7:30 p.m. Members
welcome.

Wednesday, September 17:Gubernatorial Debate. Los

Angeles Film School Auditorium, 6363 Sunset
Boulevard, Hollywood.3 p.m. Open to working
press and Press Club MemberRSVPto L.A. Press
Club at info@lapressclub.org or call 323-469-8180.

Wednesday, September 24: Annual Meeting;ATTEN-

TION! New offices at 6464 Sunset Blvd., seminar
room on 8th floor. 6 p.m. wine testing; 7 p.m. meet-
ing starts.



